RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN

fine fury he delivered a terrific attack on the man
who had so mercilessly held him up to ridicule.
"I consider it," said he, "sheer audacity and effrontery
on the part of the Right Honourable Gentleman to
walk into the Chamber at this hour of the night and
standing up bully the Government, ... I will tell
him what ought to have been told him long ago.
He usurps a position in this House as if he had a
right to walk in, make his speech, walk out, and leave
the whole place as if God Almighty had spoken. . . .
He never listens to any other man's speech but his

own."

There was so much truth in this astonishing out-
burst that the House screamed with delight and
roared its applause. All Churchill could do was to
mutter interruptions such as "Join the Government!"
At last Lansbury said, "You don't know anything
about it, so hold your tongue." Churchill jumped up
and asked the Chairman whether "the expression
was to come into our Parliamentary vocabulary."
The Chairman observed "If the Right Honourable
Gentleman had said to me, ' I should be glad if the
Right Honourable Gentleman the Member for Epping
would hold his tongue' it would have been quite in
order," and let Mr. Lansbury continue. This he did
to the accompaniment of more angry interruptions
from Churchill. So Lansbury said, "There is with
children a sort of habit that, when other people are
speaking, they really cannot hold their tongues. He
has not grown out of his first childhood, or else he
is going into his second childhood." George Lansbury
had an hour of supreme triumph. At the psychological
moment he had expressed with poetic truth what
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